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amongst the number of his admirers who flock to catch but a glimpse of the holy man, and fancy themselves better when but the light of his countenance has beamed upon them. Proudly pre-eminent, in his own eyes, is the one amongst the multitude who may be so far honoured as to be allowed to place a platter of food before the Soofie, when the imperative demands of Nature prevail over his self-inflicted abstinence.
Some Soofies shut themselves in their hut for a few days, and others for weeks together., without seeing or being seen by a human being. Their general clothing is simply a wrapper of calico, and their only furniture a coarse mat. They are said to be alike insensible to heat or cold, so entirely are their hearts weaned from the indulgence of earthly comforts.
I must explain, however, that there are two classes of the professedly devout Soofies, viz. the Saalik, and the Majoob.1 The true Saalik Soofies are those who give up the world and its allurements, abstain from all sensual enjoyments, rarely associate with their fellow-men, devote themselves entirely to their Creator, and are insensible to any other enjoyments but such as they derive from their devotional exercises.
The Majoob Soofies have no established home nor earthly possessions ; they drink wine and spirits freely, when they can obtain them. Many people suppose this class have lost the possession of their reason, and make excuse for their departure from the law on that score. Both classes are nevertheless in great respect, because the latter are not deemed guilty of breaking the law, since they are supposed to be insensible of their actions whilst indulging in the forbidden juice of the grape.
Haafiz,2 the celebrated poet of Persia, it is related, was a Soofie of the Majoob class, he lived without a thought of providing for future exigencies, accepted the offerings of food from his neighbour, drank wine freely when offered to him,
1  If a Sufi becomes, by devotion, attracted to God, he is called Salik-i-rnajzub, * an attracted devotee' :  if he practises complete devotion, but is not influenced by the special attraction of God, he is called Sdlik, ' a devotee' (Hughes, Dictionary of Islam, 012 : Jaffur Slmrreef, Qanoon' e-Jslam, 197).
2  See p. 255.